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January  29,  1916. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Treasury  Department, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington , January  25,  1916. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  In  connection  with  the  item  hi  the  Book  of  Estimates  (p.  806) 
for  printing  and  binding  for  the  Treasury  Department,  $455,000,  for 
the  fiscal  year  1917,  which  is  an  increase  of  850,000  over  the  amount 
appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  just  ended,  I have  the  honor  to  state 
for  the  information  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  that  $30,000 
of  this  additional  sum  is  estimated  for  on  account  of  the  great  need 
for  an  increase  in  the  publications  of  the  Public  Health  Service.  The 
number  of  publications  issued  by  said  service,  together  with  the  cost 
thereof,  in  each  of  the  last  four  fiscal  years  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures : 


1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 


k 


Year. 


Publica- 
tions dis- 
tributed. 


Cost. 


381, 772 
555, 087 
1,487,015 
1, 728, 500 


841,814.10 
34.481.50 
52, 293.  01 
64, 689.  49 


PRINTING  AND  BINDING  FOR  THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 


The  apportionment  made  by  the  Treasury  Department  from  its 
allotment  for  public  printing  and  binding  for  printing  of  said  service 
for  the  fiscal  year  1916  is  $70,000.  Although  the  most  rigid  economy 
has  been  exercised  in  the  use  of  this  sum,  there  have  already  been 
incurred  to  this  date  liabilities  approximating  $43,000,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  printing  will  have 
to  be  curtailed  to  a very  large  extent,  involving  the  setting ^side  for 
later  publication  of  manuscript  for  many  bulletins  and  documents 
on  public-health  matters  of  great  interest  and  value  to  the  general 
public.  These  publications  will  necessarily  lose  some  of  their  effec- 
tiveness through  the  unavoidable  postponement  of  issue.  These 
documents  will  represent  the  conclusions  and  results  of  researches 
and  field  investigations  being  carried  on  at  much  expense  and  great 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Public  Health  Service. 

The  health  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Service  have  been  very 
greatly  enlarged  in  conformity  with  acts  of  Congress  and  appropria- 
tions made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
publications  issued  is  therefore  a natural  and  necessary  result.  In 
fact,  these  publications  are  an  essential  part  of  the  campaign  for  the 
improvement  of  conditions  of  health  throughout  the  Nation. 

The  additional  sum  requested  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  is  very 
moderate  in  consideration  of  the  needs  to  be  met,  and  it  will  require 
great  care  and  judgment  in  its  expenditure  to  take  care  of  the  avail- 
able documents  that  will  be  ready  for  issue  during  the  fiscal  year  1917. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  the  great  desirability  of 
favorable  action  on  this  item  is  respectfully  urged. 

Respectfully, 

W.  G.  McAdoo,  Secretary. 
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